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1. Brief introduction to Ecolodges Indonesia (ELI)

ELI Founder, Dr Alan Wilson  
(Veterinary Medicine & Surgery)

& Meryl Wilson

ÅPrivate company - 20 Indonesian & international  
shareholders - over 100 staff

ÅWith partner businesses, supports  some 250 families

ÅStrong motivation to help protect the threatened 
species of Indonesia

ÅMarket position focus on wildlife conservation

ÅCommencing comprehensive range of sustainable 
tourism processes & certification  with not-for-profit 

Sustainable Travel International

ÅCommitted to actions which contribute to the 
achievement of the UN Millennium Development Goals 

via ecotourism investments and operations

ÅThe first private sector operator in the world to partner 
with UNEP 2010  International Year of Biodiversity



http://www.ecolodgesindonesia.com/satwa/index.html


2. Concept of Wildlife Tourism

Ψ!ƴȅlivingnon-human,undomesticatedorganismin the kingdomAnimaliais generally
consideredto beǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΩ. Moulton andSanderson(1999)

Ψ²ƛƭŘƭƛŦŜtourism, as a subset of nature-based
tourism, can then be defined as tourism based
on interactions with such animals, whether in
their naturalenvironmentor in captivity (suchas
in a zoo).

This form of tourism includesnon-consumptive
activities such as viewing, handling and
photographing,aswell asconsumptiveactivities
suchasfishingandƘǳƴǘƛƴƎΩ
Higginbottomet al (2001)



άWildlife tourism is more than 
travel to enjoy or appreciate 
wildlife,  it also includes:

Åcontributions to 
conservation & community
projects in developing 
Countries, and 

Åenvironmental education 
& awareness through the 
establishment of codes of    
conduct for wildlife tourists as
well as the various components
of the travel industry.έ Kutay, 1993

ecotourism

Nature-based tourism

Wildlife tourism

http://www.ozshots.com/php/photo.php3?id=359&id_photo=6305&lang=eng


3. Wildlife in tourism marketing

1916: Grinnelland Storerresearchedthe potential useof
wildlife asan attraction to tourists - advocatedthe useof
wildlife imagery (and wildlife experiences)to promote
parklandsto tourists.

Ψ!ǎa stimulant to the sensesof far sight and far hearing,faculties
largelyneglectedin the presentschemeof civilization, they are no
lessconsequencethan the scenery,the solitude and the trails. To
the natural charm of the landscape they add the witchery of
ƳƻǾŜƳŜƴǘΩ(p. 377).

Recentresearch: Findsthere is a growingdemandto observewildlife
aspart of the tourist experience
(e.g., Nelson,1990; Orams, 1994; Higham, 1998).

Hill, Brad. Kangaroos in the marketing of Australia: potentials and practice. CRC for Sustainable Tourism 2001  ISBN 1 876685 03 4



Wildlife icons can hold value as symbols of place and culture

What is the contribution of wildlife species to the attractiveness of a destination?

http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/china/2009-05/18/content_7787521_2.htm


Wildlife icons as part of destination brand 

ω It must be valid

ω It must be believable

ω It must be simple

ω It must have appeal

ω It must be distinctive

Kotleret al, Marketing Asian Places, John Wiley & Sons, 2002 P 238

Koala = Australia
Sumatran tiger = Sumatra



Commercial 
exploitation of 
endangered 

species

Consumers want 
authentic 

experiences

Demand for ethical 
products, social 
investment, and 

eco-labels is 
growing

Chafe & Honey 2005

An Irrawaddy dolphin performs with two pink dolphins at the 
Oasis Sea World marine park in Chantaburi, nearly 290 km (190 

miles) southeast of Bangkok on December 20, 2003." 

Photo by ADREES LATIF (REUTERS)

http://www.reuters.com/


The  encounter 
between the visitor 

and the wildlife 
comprises  the core 
of a wildlife tourism 

experience

Using wildlife to position an ecotourism product 

http://www.ecolodgesindonesia.com/satwa/index.html


4. Experienceof two ecolodgesςconservation& communities

SekonyerRiver, 
TanjungPutting National Park, 

Kalimantan

Way Kambas National Park, 
Lampung , Sumatra

http://www.ecolodgesindonesia.com/satwa/index.html


Just two countries, Brazil and Indonesia, account for over 60% of the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ƭƻǎǎΦ 

(www.wri.org/publication/painting-the-global-picture-of-tree-cover-change)

Photo taken adjacent to 
TanjungPutting National Park, 

Kalimantan, Indonesia, 
April 2008
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The mercury from the gold mining process washes into the SekonyerRiver, 
TanjungPutting National Park, Kalimantan, Indonesia. April 2008





VolunTourismproject example:  Provide support to the Chair of 
OrangutanFoundation International

Based in Kalimantan, the volunteer role is for an Assistant would 
be to help manage communications with all stakeholders

www.orangutan.org

ΨVolunTourismΩ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ


